Classification Writing Activity


Benchmark:  SC.6.L.15.1 Analyze and describe how and why organisms are classified according to shared characteristics.

Learning Goal: Students will be able to understand the value of classification and how to classify objects and organisms based upon similar characteristics.
Part 1: How Do YOU Use Classification?

INTRO: What do You Know?  
Write at least 4-6 COMPLETE sentences that answer these questions to help you write your 1st paragraph:
· How do you define CLASSIFICATION? 
· What are 2-3 examples of ways from your life, home, school, etc. that you use classification? 
Part 2: Can You CLASSIFY These?

BRAIN BREAK: Create a Visual

· Choose List A or List B to classify. 
· Organize the terms in the list you chose into two or more groups.  (You need to have at least 3 of these terms in each classification grouping.  You may not use a word more than once)

· Use tables, charts, Venn Diagrams, etc. to help you brainstorm your groupings.
· Name or label each grouping with a word or phrase that describes how you classified them.
Part 3: Write About it!

ANALYZE and EXPLAIN

Write at least 5-7 sentences explaining how you created the groupings in Part 2.
· Answer these questions in COMPLETE sentences to help you write your 2nd paragraph: 

· How many groups did you create from the list of terms?

· How did you classify each group?  (For example, what traits or characteristics did you use to create your groups?)
· Why is classification a useful skill?

· Was this activity difficult or easy? Why do you think so?

· What other information would you need to make classifying these terms easier?





LIST B


Trees


Belts 


Shoes


Table


House


Chocolate


Phone


Chicken


Books


Water�
Flowers


Snow


Sun


Laptop


Car


Candy


Apple pie


Mountain


Jacket


Fire�
�






LIST A


Panda bear 


Squirrel


Rabbits


Bats


Pelican


Shark


Alligators


Ants Kangaroos


Snakes�
Spiders


Eagles


Coyotes


Deer


Ticks


Elephants Foxes


Horse


Penguin


Beaver�
�















